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1.Temperature Probe Reminder

As soon as you are done fishing for the season, we ask you to send in your probe along with the documentation. For those  that fish year round, we ask you to send them in before the new year. In either case, we will return a probe to you for the 2007 season. Most participants were provided a self-addressed envelope for sending your probe but, if you have lost it, give me a call at 508-495-2211 or email james.manning@noaa.gov and I’ll send you another.  All probes will now go directly to:
Jim Manning

NOAA/NEFSC

166 Water St

Woods Hole, Ma 02543
2. Temperature Analysis Update
As of this writing, only a few temperature probes with 2006 data have been received but, based on these few, it appears to be a warm year relative to the previous years in the eMOLT record. Jeff Alberts records (Fig 1), for example, showed most of 2006 being significantly warmer than the last few years. 
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Figure 1.  Jeff Albert’s bottom temperature records (@14 fathoms) off Eastham Mass.
When more probes are returned with 2006 data, we will be able to determine if this is the case throughout the Gulf of Maine. Other multi-year records from, for example, Billy Anderson (Lubec Me) and Kurt Oehme (Mass Bay) show 2006 being the warmest in the 5+ years they have been recording temperatures.
3. Realtime Temperature Update
Our primary funding agency, The Northeast Consortium, has accepted our proposal to test/demonstrate a set of “realtime” temperature probes in 2007. Initial trials will be underway this fall and, if all goes well, several units will be distributed in the summer of 2007. Each association will get a few units. This system is designed to wirelessly send data to a handheld computer in the wheelhouse each time the probe surfaces (ie with each haul). The handheld unit will then pass the data on to the satellite. We hope, by this time next year, New England lobstermen will be able to visit a website to see bottom temperatures at selected stations in their zones. Our objective is to integrate this information with local ocean observing systems like GoMOOS.
4. Drifter Update   
The 2006 drifter deployments (to document flow patterns around the Gulf of Maine) have been the most successful since we began this practice in 2003. More than 40 drifters deployed at various places have followed some interesting pathways (Fig. 2). For example, nearly all drifters deployed Downeast by-passed the Western Maine Coastal Current. They either recirculated or traveled directly to Georges Bank. This is in vast contrast to the drifter behavior in 2005. Many units have been entrained in the Gulf Stream including one that is now halfway to Europe.
[image: image2.jpg]45N

42N

W

65

W

68

W

71




Figure 2.  Drifter tracks May-Oct 2006.  See www.nefsc.noaa.gov/drifter for details.

5. Five-year Anniversary eMOLT  “get together”
Finally, we plan to assemble as many of the eMOLT participants as we can in early 2007 to thank you all for your contributions to the project and present  both the results of the project thus far and our plans to maintain the project in the future. Sometime in the next month or so, you should be getting an invitation to an expense-paid evening of dinner, lecture, and lodging in a yet-decided central New England location. Please make note of the invitation and reply with your registration. We hope you can all make it. This will be a chance for all lobstermen associations to come together to discuss, among other things, the environmental changes that have been collectively observed in the first 5 years of eMOLT.
