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1. Temperature Probe Reminder

We assume you all have your temperature probes in the water for the 2006 season and hope that you have placed it in the same location as previous years. If you never got a probe back this past spring, please contact me (at 508-495-2211 or  james.manning @noaa.gov) or your association representative immediately.  The next time we turn around temperature probes will be in January 2007 but, if you want your probe read & reinitialized before then, you are welcome to send it in.
2. Temperature Analysis Update
Now that we have several years of data at some sites, we can start to quantify just how warm or cold it is in a given place and time.

In Figure 1 for example, we can see that 2005 was, in general, colder than the 5-year mean for sites located between 10 and 20 fathoms in Mass Bay but, given the Northeasters in both May and October, was occasionally warmer than the mean. These kinds of summary plots for a given region and depth zone can now be produced on request.
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Figure 1.  The gray shaded region represents the range of temperatures recorded  at 16 sites in the 10-20 fathom zone of Mass Bay.  The solid black denotes the 5-year mean while the green denotes 2005.
3. Website Update
As some of you may have noticed, the www.emolt.org site was down for most of May 2006 while we upgraded our server machine and the pages themselves. A much improved website is now posted and we hope that participants will visit the site occasionally to see “What’s New” and provide feedback on how to improve it further. Those of  you who had bookmarked certain sections of the website may need to start from the main page and work down. Again, please give us a call (508-495-2211) if you have any difficulty with or ideas about the site. 

4. Proposals for 2007

Our planning letter to Northeast Consortium (our funding agency) to develop the idea of realtime temperature probes was accepted this past month so we will be writing a full proposal this summer. If accepted, we should finally have some trial probes in 2007.

Another planning letter to further develop the drifter technology and incorporate numerical circulation modeling into our operation was also accepted. If the full proposal is accepted, Casco Bay lobstermen would deploy drifters in 2007 to help validate a 3d simulation of that area.
5. Drifters in 2006
The eMOLT drifter project has led to other studies in 2006 including those investigating  the transport harmful algal blooms (in Mass Bay) and zooplankton populations (in the Great South Channel).  As of this writing, a total of 13 eMOLT drifters (built by the marine science students at the Southern Maine Community College) have been deploy in Southern New England waters (Figure 2, on back) in 2006.  The northeaster that occurred in mid-May drove a few of the drifters ashore. Three that were deployed in the vicinity of the Boston outfall came ashore south of Boston and two that were deployed off Truro came ashore on the south side of  Nantucket.  Those deployed later in the month at nearly the same locations ended up in Great South Channel and Georges Bank, respectively.
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6. Question for AOLA participants
In our recent attempts to correlate catch vs temperature, it has become clear that some offshore Thistle users were recording the “counts” of lobsters and some were recording “pounds”.  If you would like to have your data analyzed with respect to temperature, please let us know which method you used (call 508-495-2211).
